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bated by the clergy, and of which, indeed, no one pos-
sessed of any heart would seek to disabuse the minds of the
poor, simple-minded peasant folks.
Of course Emperor Francis-Joseph and Emperor William
are imbued with all the old superstitions peculiar to Nim-
rods. As an instance, they will give up an entire day's
shooting, no matter how elaborate the arrangements made
for it, if a hare is seen to cross their path, for this is always
looked upon as being a very bad omen.
Both emperors also attach much importance to dreams,
and claim to have been furnished by them with premoni-
tions of each misfortune that has overtaken them, and re-
gard Friday as the most unlucky day of the week.
There is no colder, more unemotional and level-headed
woman in the* world than the young Empress of Russia,
who is a German princess by birth, and a first cousin of
Emperor William, yet she1 too believes in dreams, since the
following, incident,, which enjoys the fullest degree of cre-
dence on the'part of the emperors of Germany and Austria.
It seems that during the coronation festivities she was rest-
ing one afternoon, and had dropped off into a doze, when
she suddenly found herself awakened by one of her ladies
who had been frightened by the manner in which she
moaned and even wailed in her sleep. The empress then
related that her slumbers had been disturbed by a bad
dream. An old gray-haired Moujik, or peasant, all covered
with blood, had appeared to her, and had exclaimed:
te I have come all the way from Siberia, czaritza, to see
your day of honor, and now your Cossacks have killed
me."
The vision had been so real that the empress hastened
to her husband to inquire if any misfortune had happened.
Nicholas laughed at his wife's fears, but tp soothe her, tele-

